water with white peacocks, any number. I'll have to ask
about pheasants. But what's he going to give me? I'm
not going to do all the giving, I hope. What do you
suppose he'll give me?"

"If he gave you peace, he would give you a safe
frontier, wouldn't he?" Theodora said.

"Yes, and for how long? You can't trust a word these
fellows say."

"That was what the Persian lady said to me of your
Ministers," Theodora said, "that the Persian King
couldn't trust a word they said."

"By God, I'm not surprised," the Emperor said.
"That's my own view of 'ern, if you ask me, but
nothing's been proved against 'em, so far."

Theodora was wondering now if she would be sent to
be beheaded at the end of the meal; she was not used to
talking to Emperors; still, she was aware that the old
man was friendly, and liked the truth.

"It seems to me," the old man said, "that all your
advice is nothing but Christianity, which is dangerous
advice in politics. I'd say that now's the time to fall on
Persia, now that her border's all beset."

"That wasn't the view in Antioch," Theodora said.

"Well; you were there," he said. "What was the
view?"

"The view was, that all the tribes of the east are
moving west, and the one thing people hoped was that
Persia might be free to stop them. If Persia doesn't stop
them, they'll come west, right into your Empire, and
stop all your trade caravans. They're doing that now.
Half the trade caravans are stopped already."

"These tribes . . . they're the lads with the ponies,"
the Emperor said. "They'll only come as far as there's
pasture. Nations aren't like men, young lady, they are
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